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BLOOMINGDALE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION


MINUTES OF 3 FEBRUARY 2016

MEMBERS








Carol Jagiello




Karen Labazzetta


Mark Crum




Ellen Gerber

Frank O’Reilly
Chairperson


Mary Knight



June Paralis 




Elizabeth Crevar Alt 2

Maureen Tierney Alt 1
Location: 
Council Chambers

Time:

7:30 PM
Call to Order

Meeting was called to order at 7:37 pm
Attendance

Mark Crum


Absent
Carol Jagiello


Absent

Frank O’Reilly

Present

Mary Knight


Absent



Ellen Gerber


Present

Karen Labazzetta

Present

Maureen Tierney Alt 1
Present

Liz Crevar Alt 2

Present

June Paralis


Present
Acceptance of Minutes

Motion to approve the Minutes of the January 6, 2016 meeting was made by June Paralis and 2nd by Karen Labazzetta with all in favor.
Correspondence

OPRA request 2016-9. This was in regard to property located at 43 Main Street. No action required by BEC.
COAH immunity grants; COAH report; and COAH case management order.

E-Waste Bill is dead as per Carol Jagiello’s email.

Letter from Laurie Howard regarding Dragonfly Meadows – Green acres – we need PRC clearance and the County must give clearance. The PRC will initiate and oversee. If we apply for ANJEC grant we will have to have used it in a year.

Ellen Gerber proposed a meeting be set up with Laurie Howard, Mayor Dunleavy and Frank O’Reilly to discuss Dragon Fly Meadows and review how to address parking.  Federal Hill is a priority also. We need a plan to address how to provide parking for FH….there is a tract of Higgins Peragallo that is situated between two homes on Union Ave. We need to ask Laurie Howard because she needs a plan from us to proceed. And, she’s also looking to help from Bloomingdale in the clean-up of Dragon Fly Meadows.

We need the Borough Engineer to look at the HP tract first and then go to PRC. It’s not clear if there is a cost involved for the Borough Engineer to do this. Tony Costa recommended a meeting with the Mayor, PRC and BEC (Ellen Gerber & Frank O’Reilly) to meet to determine if we need town engineer to be involved.  Ellen Gerber will call the Mayor to get meeting set up to discuss:  1) Trails put in at Higgins Peragallo; trails put in Federal Hill; and, 2) Dragon Fly Meadows.
Maureen Tierney will get Boy Scouts involved going forward once we have a plan. This would be an Eagle Scout project.

Karen Labazzetta noted she was looking for ideas for getting grants from the Rose Fund to possibly put toward Federal Hill. Parking – how to do this the most efficient way. Frank O’Reilly advised we should fill out town form to request County to determine whether we can have parking by H-P tract. Ellen Gerber has form, but there is a $275.00 fee just to fill out the application. Per Frank O’Reilly the Passaic County Engineer’s phone number is  973.881.4456. Frank O’Reilly will call to find out what steps need to be taken. 
Karen Labazzetta will ask if the Rose Fund will contribute to property not owned by the town. There is no time limit if Rose Fund provides a grant. It’s possible that Rose Fund can set aside monies and hold until needed.

Decision was made to hold off on applying for ANJEC grant at this time.

Bills
There were no bills
Early Public Discussion

No public in attendance.
New Business

Sustainable NJ:  Partnership between public corporations to sustain and have Bloomingdale certified. Per Frank O’Reilly this was originally started by Linda Huntley and then it failed; and then Dawn Hudson took it over; and now the Mayor is asking the BEC to take care of this. Per Frank O’Reilly all members of the BEC are to read up  on Sustainable NJ so that we can discuss this at our next meeting. Frank O’Reilly will forward information to us.

E-Waste Bill – dead

Martha B Day Property:  Per Frank O’Reilly, John Capozucca suggested we look into the area behind the school which is owned by the school to determine if it could be developed. Need to look on tax maps. Per Frank O’Reilly this is a steep slope.
Logging Bill: to be discussed at next meeting since Carol Jagiello wasn’t here. Logging is to make money and they say it’s good for sustainability. The Senate Bill 204 will be on next month’s agenda.

Frank O’Reilly indicated he’ll be away and will miss next month’s meeting and Ellen Gerber was nominated to Chair next month’s meeting. Frank advised he would forward Agenda to Ellen and also gave Ellen the key to his mailbox.

Federal Hill – we’d like to tour FH and see the quarry. Per Frank O’Reilly we really can’t because we’d be trespassing on Meer tract. Not sure if GPS coordinates exist on FH. Although Meer tract must have been surveyed, they are under no obligation to give to us. The PRC owns Higgins Peragallo and Dragon Fly Meadows and Bloomingdale owns Bi-Coastal. 
Ellen Gerber noted that Omnick Woods – similar to Bloomingdale – used the NJ Trail Conference for marking trails, but we don’t know boundaries of where we can mark trails on Federal Hill.

Old Business
BEC Outreach 

Schedule new meeting—Liz Crevar will work with committee on setting up website.
Committee is Frank O’Reilly, Mary Knight and Liz Crevar
Agenda Items for Next Month
All BEC members are to read up on Sustainable NJ for discussion. 

Logging Bill

Frank will email agenda to Ellen.
Adjournment 
Motion to close meeting at 9:08 pm was made by Karen Labazzetta and 2nd by Maureen Tierney and approved by all.
